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HENRY NORWOOD (1615-1689) 


TREASURER OF VIRGINIA, 1661-1673. 
BY FAIRFAX HARRISON 


Motoring from Bath to Cheltenham through the fertile and 
smiling Vale of Gloucester, a Virginian recently stopped by 
chance in the village of Leckhampton, co. Gloucester: and, 
while his chauffeur changed a tire, paid an idle visit to the 
nearby parish church. There he read the inscriptions on a 
series of seventeenth and eighteenth century monuments to 
the family of Norwood of nearby Leckhampton Court; one 
of which, on a flat stone in the south aisle, arrested his at- 
tention by the following text: 


“Here was buryed ye Body of William Norwood, Esq., who 
Dyed Septem» the 23, 1632, As also the Body of Henry Nor- 
wood ye Youngest son of Henry Norwood Esq" who departed 
this life ye 14th day of Septemb An* Dni. 1689.” 


Persuaded that one or the other of the Henrys here men- 
tioned might be the picturesque cavalier author of that classic 
of Virginia colonial literature, 4 Voyage to Virginia [1649],' 


* This tract was first printed in 1732 in the sixth volume of Awnsham 
Churchill’s standard Collection of Voyages and Travels, of which there 


2 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE 


the reader made a note of the MI., with the intention of testing 
his conjecture when he should return to his books. To his 
surprise, he then found that, although Henry Norwood had a 
notable career, and incidentally appeared frequently in the 
Virginia records following the Restoration, there is no notice 
of him in the monumental Dictionary of National Biography. 
Dr. Stanard has, indeed, collected some illuminating notes upon 
him in the early volumes of this magazine, but did not have 
occasion to pursue the enquiry far enough to identify Nor- 
wood’s provenance, or to supply his dates. Recourse was 
accordingly had to the several county histories of Gloucester- 
shire, and, next, to the Norwood wills in Somerset House. 
These authorities lead to further pursuit of Henry Norwood 
through the many volumes of the Calendars of State Papers, 
Domestic and Colonial, and through other recently printed 
source records, with the result that a mass of notes was col- 
lected. 

An ensuing correspondence with Captain J. H. Trye, R. N., 
of Cheltenham, who was stationed in Washington during part 
of the recent war, developed that Capt. Trye was a descendant 
of the Gloucestershire Norwoods and had a special interest 
in the author of the Voyage because that worthy had settled 
Leckhampton Court on his branch of the family, in which the 
property remained vested until recently; and so it has happily 
resulted that the notes collected in Virginia have stimulated 
Captain Trye to undertake the compilation of a Life of Henry 
Norwood for the Bristol and Gloucester Archeological So- 
ciety. The memory of that worthy is, therefore, now in a 
fair way to be authoritatively refurbished. 

Henry Norwood’s career included, over and above his ship- 
wreck in America, such varied experience as active service in 
the royalist army in the first civil war, from which he grad- 
uated with the rank of Major; an unsuccessful plot to foment 
a royalist uprising in Worcestershire at Christmas, 1654, fol- 


were later editions also in 1746 and 1752. Thence it was reprinted by 
Peter Force in 1844 as No. 10 of volume iii of his Tracts; and thence 
in turn passed into the Virginia literary tradition through a conden- 
sation in the Virginia Historical Register. 


HENRY NORWOOD 3 


lowed by a rigorous imprisonment in the Tower during the 
last four years (1655-1659) of the Commonwealth; attend- 
ance at the coronation of Charles II as a Squire of the Body; 
the ungrateful duty of lowering the English flag at Dunkirk 
in 1662 when his King sold that enclave to Louis XIV; a tour 
of duty in the field in 1663 as second in command of an ex- 
peditionary force against the Moors at Tangier; participation 
in the reduction of New Netherland in 1664; followed by four 
years of responsible administration of the Tangier colony as H. 
M. Lieutenant Governor and Commander-in-Chief in Africa.’ 
Although Col. Richard Nicholls recommended him (1665) for 
appointment as his successor as Governor of New York, and 
he was later (1667) considered to succeed Berkeley in Vir- 
ginia, the close of the Tangier service in December, 1669, ter- 
minated Norwood’s participation in colonial government. Re- 
tiring with a certificate of the King’s gracious commenda- 
tion, he then acquired, by purchase from a cousin, out of the 
proceeds of Virginia quit rents, the ancestral seat of his fam- 
ily; and settled down in Gloucestershire to the life of a country 
gentleman, with incidental service as Alderman and Mayor 
of Gloucester City and as member of Charles II’s long Par- 
liament during the last seven years of its existence (1675- 
1678). 

The purpose of the present paper is not to tell the story of 
that career: but to record some fresh evidences of Colonel 
Norwood’s relations with Virginia. 

He was born what Falstaff called “the younger son of a 
younger brother.” His father, educated at Oxford, went thence 
to the Middle Temple in 1598, where he became a practising 
barrister, sharing chambers with another west country man, 
James Kirton of Somerset: and after Kirton’s death in 1611, 
married his widow, Elizabeth, daughter of Sir John Rodney 
of Stoke Rodney, co. Somerset, an ancestor of the eighteenth 
century admiral. Within a few years of this marriage the 

*It is of curious interest that during this duty the thorn in Governor 
Norwood’s official side was that Giles Bland, who subsequently made 
himself objectionable to the Virginia government also, and was at last 
hanged by Berkeley for his part in Bacon’s Rebellion (See for Tangier 


C. O. 279, Bundles 8, 10, 12, and Pepys’ Diary, December 14, 1668, and 
January 29, 1668/9; and for Virginia, Va. Mag., xx, 238. 
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elder Henry Norwood died, leaving a will (proved November, 
1616, P. C. C. Cope, 130) in which he described himself as 
“of West Camell in the county of Somerset, esquire,” and, 
naming “my son Charles Norwood,” made provision also for 
a younger son, as follows: 


“Whereas I am seized in fee of the reversion of a capital 
messuage in Bishampton, co. Worcester, same to my son Henry 
Norwood in tail,” 


That this last named devisee was the author of the Voyage 
to Virginia appears from a minute (Cal. Committee for Com- 
pounding, iii, 2075) entered on June 2, 1649, in the records of 
the dread Parliamentary Committee, which was known, among 
its cavalier victims, from its place of sessions as ‘‘Goldsmith’s 
Hall,” viz: 


“Henry Norwood, Bishampton, co. Worcester, discovers him- 
self and begs to compound for delinquency. Was never se- 
questered nor engaged in the last war [i. e., the Colchester 
campaign], Fine £15.” 


It was following this settlement of his parlous affairs that 
Henry Norwood set sail for Virginia on the fatal voyage of 
the ship Virginia Merchant in September, 1649. 

The last page of his memoir of that adventure supplies 
also the link to his next record. After expressing his appre- 


* This elder brother of Col. Henry Norwood also played a part on 
the Virginia scene. He was Clerk of the Assembly from 1654-1656, 
\ hen he resigned and was succeeded by Henry Randolph (See Journals 
H. B., 1619-59). He later served under his brother in Tangier and 
in 1681 (Cal. State Papers, Dom., 1680-81, p. 315) had a post in 
Ireland as “Usher and Keeper of the Council Chamber.” That he sur- 
vived his brother appears by the provision for him in Henry Norwood’'s 
will. 

Another authenticated member of the Leckhampton family was the 
William Norwood who was in Virginia in 1656 (Journals H. B., 1619- 
59, p. 96). He was then in litigation over land and may well have 
been the father of the Richard Norwood (another Leckhampton name) 
who appears on the quit rent roll for Surry in 1704 (Va. Mag., xxix, 
24). 

It seems improbable, however, that these Norwoods were any kin to 
the Capt. Thomas Norwood who was seated in lower Norfolk in 1648 
and subsequently migrated to Maryland with the Puritans who resented 
Berkeley’s insistence that they should go to church (See Warfield, 
Founders of Anne Arundel). 
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ciation of the hospitality shown to him by his kinsman, Sir 
William Berkeley at Greenspring, he adds that in May, 1650, 
the Governor 


“sent me for Holland to find out the King and to sollicite 
his majesty for the treasurer’s place in Virginia; which the 
governor took to be void by the delinquency of Claybourne, 
who had long enjoyed it. He furnished me with a sum of 
money to bear the charge of this sollicitation, which took effect 
tho’ the King was then in Scotland.” 


There remains in the Library of Congress‘ what is probably 
the sole surviving confirmation of this statement; namely, a 
transcript of the following patent, signed by Charles II’s own 
hand at Saint Johnstoun [Perth] on September 22, 1650: 


“Carolus Dei gratia, Augliae, Scotiae, Franciae, Hiberniae, 
Rex, Fidei Defensor &c. 

“Omnibus ad quos praesentes Litera pervenerint, Salutem: 

“Sciatis quod nos, considerantes et benigne interpretantes 
fidelum Servitium, Nobis & praeclarissime patri Nostro, bea- 
tissimae memoriae, per Henricum Norwood armigerum multi- 
farium impensum; De gratia Nostra speciali, ac ex certa 
scientia & mero motu Nostro, pro Nobis Haeredibus & Suc- 
cesoribus Nostris, Dedimus & concessimus; ac, per presentes, 
Damus & concedimus praedicto Henrico Norwood, officium 
Thesaurij Nostri de Virginia; ac eundem Henricum Thesau- 
rarium Nostrum de Virginia per praesentes ordinamus & con- 
stituimus ; Habendum, tenendum & gaudendum dictum officium 
Thesaurij Nostri de Virginia praedicto Henrico Norwood 
quamdiu Nobis placuerit; Volentes, concedentes & ordinantes 
per praesentes quod idem Henricus habeat, gaudeat & pre- 
cipiat, ac habere, gaudire & precipere valeat & possit, omnia 
& Omnimoda vadia, feodas, proficua & privilegia eidem officio 
Thesaurarij Nostri aliquo modo pertinentia, vel quae eidem 

“Henry Norwood did not enroll his patent of 1650 in England after 
the Restoration; but contented himself with registering it in May, 1661, 
in the Virginia General Court (See Conway Robinson’s notes from the 
General Court minutes in Dr. MclIlwaine’s Virginia Council Minutes, 
PP. 492, 493, 507). The loss of that record is compensated by the fact 
that William Blathwayt transcribed Norwood’s patent, either from 
the original or from the Virginia record, in 1680 in his MS. Collection 
of Letters Patents . . . granted im relation to . .. America, which 
survives in four great folio volumes in the MSS. Division of the Li- 


brary of Congress. The transcript here printed was taken from volume 
i, p. 542 of that collection. 
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officio, aut alicui personae dictum officium ante hac tenenti vel 
exercenti, concessa vel data, fuerunt; in tam amplis modo & 
forma prout Willielmus Cleyborn,® Armiger aut Georgius San- 
dys, Armiger, aut aliquis aliis dictum officium, ante hac tenens 
vel exercens, habuit, gauvisus est, & precepit; aut habere, 
gaudere & percipere debuit & potuit. 

“In cujus rei Testimonium has literas Nostras fierifecimus 
Patentes. Testo me ipso apud S*™ Johnstonum, die vecessimo 
secundo Septembris 1650, Regnorum Nostrorum anno Secundo. 

“Per Regem ipsum, manu sua propria.” 


In the large and racy record of Norwood’s plot against the 
Commonwealth in December, 1654, which Secretary Thurloe 
preserved in his State Papers, two English merchants trading 
between Amsterdam and Virginia testified to their relation with 
Norwood. Richard Glover* said that he had made Norwood’s 
acquaintance at Greenspring and 


“the year following [1650] met him again in Amsterdam, 
who then desired [Glover] to receive certain monies which 
were due the said Sir William Berkeley in Amsterdam; and 
[Norwood] delivered to him [Glover] divers bills of exchange, 
whereupon the money was due ;” 


and that thereafter 


“the occasions of [Glover] calling him away into Virginia 
. .. [he] delivered such of the said bills of exchange as re- 
mained in his hands unsatisfied unto one Mr. Edmund Custis 
. .. by direction of the said Norwood.” 


Here Custis" took up the story with the statement that 


® Claiborne’s patent, dated April 6, 1643, “vice Sir Roger Wingate 
deceased,” is also in Blaythwayt’s Collection, i, p. 541. 


*There are some notes of this Richard Glover in relation to Vir- 
ginia in Va. Mag., xi, 73, and in Virginia Council Minutes, pp. 217, 
306. See also for a later member of this family of merchants D. N. B., 
s. v. Richard Glover (1712-1785). 


™This Edmund Custis was, of course, of the family of Amsterdam 
merchants who planted their name on the eastern shore of Virginia 
and there founded “Arlington.” Edmund Custis himself was one of 
the commissioners for the Parliament, who received the capitulation 
of the colony, March 12, 1651/2. See Hening, i, 363, where the name 
is misprinted Curtis. ~ 
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“his first acquaintance with major Henry Norwood was at 
Amsterdam at which time he [Custis] had about £1000 in 
his hands of Sir William Berkeley’s, who then ordered this 
examinate to pay the said £1000 to him the said Norwood or 
his order; which accordingly he did and that the said Norwood 
went for England, being anno. 1651 and thence to Virginia.”’... 


Thus it appears that after securing his patent for the Treas- 
urer’s place, Norwood returned again to Virginia. He must 
have stayed until the colony capitulated; when, his immediate 
hopes of realizing on his patent being dashed, he went once 
more for England to plot against the mighty Oliver. 

He was not destined ever to see James River again. After 
the Restoration his patent as Treasurer became effective, but 
Francis Moryson and Thomas Ludwell then exercised the 
function as his deputies. That thenceforth for twelve years 
he received and retained to his own use all such quit rents as 
those deptties were able to collect and remit to him appears 
from Berkeley’s report of 1671 (Hening, ii, 517), viz: 


“There is no revenue arising to his majesty but out of the 
quit rents: and this he hath given away to a deserving servant 
Col. Henry Norwood.” 


Such was the situation when Lords Arlington and Culpeper 
solicited and secured their grant of “all Virginia.” Their 
charter was dated February 25, 1672/3, but carried with it a 
grant of the quit rents accrued since May 8, 1669. This 
necessarily superseded, as from that last recited date, any right 
Norwood had to the quit rents under his patent of 1650; but 
although that patent had been “during pleasure” only, Ar- 
lington and Culpeper found it expedient to recognise Nor- 
wood’s interest. Accordingly, they made a private arrangement 
with him, which only came to light years afterwards (Blath- 
wayt’s Journal, November 17, 1681; Cal. Treasury Books, 
1681-85, p. 305), whereby 


“by covenants with them [Lords Arlington and Culpeper] 
the said Norwood was during the said term [of 31 years] 
to enjoy a third of said profits and advantages [accruing under 
the charter of 1673]. 
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This interesting fact, that Henry Norwood had a one-third 
interest in that much mooted Virginia proprietary, has been 
missed by all the historians; but it throws a white light of ex- 
planation on the reason why (as shown by the documents 
printed by Burk) Arlington and Culpeper would not discuss 
with Francis Moryson in 1675 the terms proposed by the 
colony for the surrender of the proprietary charter until Nor- 
wood was present. 

Norwood’s office as Treasurer of Virginia thus came to an 
end in February, 1672/3. He subsequently sold out his in- 
terest in the proprietary to Culpeper, as Arlington did his, 
but his concern in Virginia affairs was not yet at any end. 
When, in 1681, William Blaythwayt, the newly appointed 
Auditor General for America, began to look about for missing 
Crown revenues and came to the item of Crown quit rents, 
he attempted to hold Norwood to account for all such rents 
as had come into his hands; and to that end invoked all the 
influence of the Lords of Trade and of the Commissioners 
of the Treasury (Blaythwayt’s Journal in L. C. British Tran- 
scripts; Cal. Am. & W. I., 1681-85, Nos. 202, 232). Norwood 
vigorously resisted this demand and in the end successfully 
maintained his position that the quit rents had been “granted” 
to him by the Crown. It was this incident which actuated 
the representations to Charles II by the Privy Council (Acts 
P. C., Colonial, ii, 21) in deference to which, in August, 1681, 
the King 


“declared in Council that he would henceforth make no grant 
of any Quit Rents to any person .. . that they might be re- 
served for the Support of the Government in the places afore- 
said, and they were originally intended.” 


It thus appears that Henry Norwood played a more im- 
portant and significant part in the history of Virginia than 
has been credited to him. 

He died at Leckhampton on September 14, 1689, and on 
the 19th “the Honble Colonell Henry Norwood [was] in- 
terred” in Leckhampton church as the parish register records. 


LecKHAMPTON CHURCH, GLOUCESTERSHIRE, 1924 
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His will, which prescribed the MI. with which this paper 
begins, was as follows: 
P.C. C. Ent, 143. 
Will dated September 4, 1689. 
Proved October 23, 1689. 


Henry Norwood of Leckhampton, co. Glouc. esq. 

To be bur. in the burying place of my ancestors in the pish. of 
Leckhampton without pomp, near where my dear grandfather William 
N. was bur., covered with a flat stone by order of my exors. on which 
shall be engraven “Here was buried the body of William N. esq. who 
died 23 Sep. 1632 as also the body of Henry the youngest son of 
Henry N. who died [blank] 16 [blank].” William Lawrence the elder 
of Sherrington, co. Glouc. esq., Capt. William Norwood one of the 
sons of Francis N. late of Leckhampton afsd. esq. dec., Thomas Nor- 
wood (another of the sons of sd. F. N.) clerk & Edward Wraughton 
of St. Martin’s in the Fields Middx. gent. to be exors. I confirm settle- 
ment of manor of Leckhampton etc. co. Glouc. which I made by 
Indres of Lease & Rele. dat. 23/24 Mar. 1686. All real estate to sd. 
exors. in fee in trust as by this will etc. To my brother Charles N. 
for life £50 annuity. To sd. Capt. William Norwood to his own 
use £100 yearly until he be in possession of manor of Leckhampton 
afsd. under sd. settlemt., but if he die before so that his wife Mrs. 
Elizabeth N. shall not by his death enjoy jointure by me settled, then 
I devise to her £100 a year from her husband’s death till she get sd. 
jointure. To sd. exors. £10 each. To sd. E. Wraughton £10 yearly 
so long as he aet. in the trust. Rest of estate to benefit of sd. Capt. 
William Norwood & Thomas Norwood & Survivor. Witns. Wm. 
Swindell, Wm. Prangnell, Edw. Porter. 

Codicil dat. 5 Sept. 1689. To Hon. Andrew Newport esq. my callash 
& my picture called the Rape of the Sabines at the end of Parsons 
Green parlour also his nephew Bromeleyes picture & any 3 other pictures 
as a mean acknowledgment of the greatest friendship I ever knew. 
To him his own picture being now at Leckhampton. The great Land- 
skipp on the stairs at Parsons Green etc. to Edward Rumbold esq. 
To Mr. James Halsall my old black table given me by my Lady 
Mordant which mean as it is may give him occasion to remember two 
old friends. My gold pocket clock to Sir Anthony Kirk one of the 
Lords Commr. of the Great Seal of England. To Henry son of my 
cousin Capt. Anthony Rodney £200 2 years from my death. To my god- 
daur. Mrs. Elizabeth Fortescue £200. To my nephew Seymour Kirton 
a minister in Devon £100. To Hon. Mrs. Jane Berkeley of Beaufort 
Street £100 etc. To Mrs. Jane Davis of Twittenham £50. To Mr. 
William Longueville of Inner Temple £40. To Mr. William Lawrence 
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of Sherrington £20 & to his wife £20. To my cousin Francis Norwood 
£50. To my cousin Thomas Norwood one of my exors. all my books. 
To Mr. Cornelius Norwood a Fellow of New Coll. Oxford £10 to 
buy him books I promised him. When Dr. Thomas Tennison Minister 
of St. Martins demands of my trustees £100, this to be paid him; same 
to be disposed of as I have given him directions; & £100 more a year 
after. To Mr. Bennett my surgeon £40. To Mr. Edw. Wroughton one 
of my exors. rents of my house in Warwick Street, during my estate 
therein. To Mr. Briggs £10, he to have Ea. £1 for all moneys he pays 
to my exors. as due from the Fleete. To poor of Leckhampton £15. 
To Mr. Richards & his wife £5 betw. them. I release to Hon. Mrs. 
Charlotte Mordant the £50 she owes me. I release to Sir Henry 
Sheeres £100 he owes me. I release to my cousin George Rodney what 
he owes me; Mr. Briggs to [give] him up his bond. To my cousin 
George Rodneys wife £5. I release to Ralph Groompe what he owes 
me. To my surviving alms women at Leckhampton 40s. a piece & 40s. 
for mourning. To Mr. Jones minister 40s. & to his wife 20s.; as to 
tithes that have been in dispute between us I desire he may have sat- 
isfaction as he desires. £5 to my cousin Roger Hanslipp. To John 
Oldams & his wife £6 betw. them. To poor of pish. of St. James 
Westmr. £10 as Dr. Tennison thinks fit. To my servant Mrs. Lewis 
£10 etc. To Mr. McGee my servant clothes. To Samuel Shawell of 
Charlton 40s. To John Clarke a porter plying about the new Exchange 
50s. Waitns. Wm. Swindell, Wm. Prangnell, Edw. Porter. 

Memorandum: oratio obliqua. Name of Mr. Phineas Bowles was 
razed & name of Dr. Thomas Tennison put in for a trust & then 
codicil was signed anew. Wins. Tho. Bennett, John Molins, Edw. 
Porter. 

Proved by William Lawrence, sen. esq. & Edward Wraughton gent. 
2 of the Exors. Power reserved to the other exors. (sic tam registro 
quam libro actorum). 


